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Gandhiji in the course of his talks to the Khudai Khidmat-
gars. These talks, as Gandhiji used to remark, constitute
the most systematic and comprehensive exposition of the
theory and technique of non-violence that he ever gave in
one place.
Nor is this surprising. In the Frontier Province
Gandhiji had to expound non-violence to a set of
people who not only had no living tradition or background
of non-violence for a long time past, but whose entire his-
tory for the last two thousand years had run counter to it.
Non-violence was not only not an extension of what they
had held and practised for a long time past, but it was
in many ways its reverse. Gandhiji had therefore to begin
from scratch and reduce his philosophy to its simplest
terms so that even a child could understand. In the dis-
courses to the Khudai Khidmatgar officers Gandhiji has
described in minute detail the nature and working of non-
violence with an anatomist's thoroughgoing patience and
care, and delved deeper and deeper till you come to the
pulsating spring of the Godhead enshrined in the human
heart, from which it gushes forth.
Gandhiji's tour of the North-West Frontier Province
was undertaken under the shadow of the Munich crisis.
That gave to his utterances a distinct international
slant and he did not hesitate to claim for his message
a world-wide application to meet the challenge of brute
force which the Munich crisis dramatized.
It has been argued that the weapon of non-violence
can be of avail only when the power opposing it is sus-
ceptible to moral appeal, but is of no use against a power
that has, by the totalitarian technique of suppression and
unscrupulous propaganda, rendered itself impervious to
world opinion or any other moral influence. For instance,
it is pointed out that if the German Jews had resorted to
Satyagraha, the Nazi rulers would have thought nothing
of mowing them down by machine-gun fire as if they were
a herd of diseased cattle and thus putting an end to all
trouble and trouble-mongers once and for all.